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Heraclitus Ridens : 


‘A Dialogue between Feft and Earneft, concerning the Times. 


Gurldap, Apzil the rth. 1682, 


OOD morrow, Brother, what re- 
fection have you for us this Morn- 
ing. We left off with the Wifdom 
of the Nation, thall we go on with 

Popery and Arbitrary Power, or the Whiggifh Plots 

we had begun withal the time before ? 

Earn. Vm rather for a little News firft. Have 
you none in the City ? 

Feft. °Tis a little fcarce yet; but only fome 
Difcourfe i have heard of a new Sham-Plot of 
the Whigs. ' 

Earn. Prethce how’s that ? 

Fejt. You mult know the Brethren of the Dif- 
fenfion have been in great pain for fome time 
with a jealoulie that the days of Ignoramus were 
but fhort, which once concluded, they may be 
perjur’d and dimn’d perhaps without any emolu- 
ment to the Caufe. 

Earn. This would occafion, as you fay, great 
thoughts of heart. 

Felt. To obviate this approaching mifchief, the 
Oracle is confulted, who advifes that fome grave 
Elder whofe Head was grown utterly ufelefs to the 
fide, and who could ferve them only with his 
Hand, fhould be perfuaded to lay down his Scar- 
let, which by a train of fineffes wrought upon the 
City Cuftoms fhould be plac’d upon the back of 
Proc. and Cont. 11. who is very ufeful in their pre- 
fent Carivings on. 

Earn. He'd doas f have read the Czar of Muf- 
covy does; when he is to give Audience to any 
Embaffadour, he fends among, his Saepherds for 
a {core of the graveft Beards and fobereft Afpects, 
and puts upon their Backs Senatorian Robes, and 
fo {ets them round the Prefence-Chamber, where 
they. are to look gruff and amaze the Foreiner 
with the Wifdom of their Countenances; but as 
foon as the Scranger is difpatch’d, the Old Folks 
are commanded by their King to lay down their 
Veltments and to their fheep again, till he has oc- 
cafion for fuch another Formality. Even fo, I 
find , your many-Jeg’d Oracle would do by the 
Tool you {peak of. He'd have him put off and 
pur on at his pkafure. 

Foi. You hinder my Story with your Simile’s. 
He was dea't withal, and they. told him ferioufly, 
Sir J. fay they , you grow old, and though we 
doubt not but you with well to our Defigns; yet 
to tell you the truth, you fignifie no.more than a 
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Dog in a Coach-box, who looks the fame way 
and as wifely as the Coachman, but drives not at 
all: therefore we think it neceffary that you lay 
down, and though the Place you hold oblige you 
todo Nothing, yet to ferve the righteous Caufe, 
you may witha fafe Confcience fay, you are un- 
able to do That. 

Earn. He muft be very feeble indeed that can’t 
fo much as do Nothing, 

Fef- Well! A Letter is dreft up for him to in- 
form, that Age and the concomitant Infirmities 
had incapacitated him for this weighty Charge, 
and he prays Liberty to reccde. 

Earn. He got leave no doubt. 

Felt. Vie tell you. The Leaders of the Fa@ion 
waited the event, as Soldiers do the {pringing of 
a Mine, and had fo ordered matters that their 
{accefs fhould have been follow’d by a congratu- 
latory Dinner. But thcir Adverfaries were as pru- 
dent as loyal, and thew’d them a Hufhai for their 
Achitopbel. 

Earn. Well, but the Elder loft his Honour, I 
fuppofe. 

Fe. No; "twas right Mufcovia, as you was 
talking e’en now. The Prince is abfolute, and can 
as eafily make ’em put on as put off. This Project 
failing, another Letter is written for this crali¢ 
Member, which certifies, That by the great Provi- 
dence and Mercy of God, he is fo well recovered, 
that he defires yet to be continued in his former 
quality. 

Earn. A great change wrought in a day or two! 
Age and its Infirmities curd of a fudden! But 
Berk(bire Air is very healthy, 1 fuppofe, and Gui- 
nies either from the Old-Fury or Old-Baily will 
do Wonders. And yet J] know a great many 
Tories, as they are cal?d, that would have 
been afham’d to bring the Providence of God 
to bear a fharein fo palpable a mockery. This 
is to make a Meal-Tub of the Divine Merci¢s, 
force them tocover the milchievous Detigns of a 
few unreafonable Male contents, 

Fet. It has been fo long thir Cuftom to lift 
Providence on theirs fide, and to collcct Gods 
pleafure from their fucceffes, that for any man 
now to wonder at it, would but thew him very 
much unfeen in the Englifh Hiftory. Don't you 
remember Mr. Fenkyns, (when the Presbyterian Plot 
was difcovered by their Brother-Rebels and de- 
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feated) fays in his Petition; That upon earnet 
Seeking of God, and diligent enquiry into bis Will, 
your Petitioner is convinced, That the alteration of 
Civil Governments axe, ordered by, and founded upon 
the wife and righteots-Providences. of God, who re« 
moveth Kings, and fetteth up Kings , ruleth in the 
Kingdoms of men, and giveth them to whomfoever be 
will. 

That the Previdences of this.Gody bave in the judg- 
ment of your Petitioner, as evidently appeared in the 
removing of ethers from, and the invefting your Ho- 
nours with the Government of this Nation, as ever 
they appeared in the taking away, or be(towiag of any 
Gevernment in-any Hiftory of any “ge of the World. 

That be apprehends, That a refufal tebe fubject to 
this prefent Authority, under the pretence of upbold- 
ing the Title of any one upon Earth’, is a refufal to 
acquiefce in the wife and rightecus pleafure of God, 
Such an eppofirig of the Government fet up by the So- 
vereign Lord of ieaven and Earth, as none can bave 
peace, either'in-aéling in, or fuffering for, and that 
your Petitioner looks upon it as bis duty, to yield to this 
Authority , all- ative and chearful Obedience in the 
Lord, even for Confcience-fake , to promife ( be being 
required ) truth and fidelity to it, and to hold forth 
the grounds of his fo doing to any as God fhall call 
bim thereunto, 

Earn. This is a branch of Whiggifm, which 
the World calls Hobbifm. The longett Sword has 
the greateft right. But why does not he and the 
reft keep to this Opinion, or do they only own it 
when a hard hand is held over em? Gods Provi- 
dence has fhew’d it felf more fignally in the Re- 
ftauration of his Majefty, than ever it did in the 
other late Revolutions , and why don’t they Jook 
upon it a6 a Duty to yield to bis Authority all adiive 
and chearful Obedience , for Confcience-fake; and to 
bold forth the fame Doctrine to othgrs? 

Fet. But befide the fhewing you fome of their 
old Cant upon Providence, l ‘intended it, for an 
occafion of examining the true ftate of that Plot, 
which was objected to me as an inftance of Pref- 
byterian Loyal:y, by one who was angry at us for 
pretending to give'an account of their feveral dif- 
loyal Defigns tince Calvin’s time. And fays he, 
pray take care. Mr. Love’s Plot be mention’d. 

Earn. As for Mr. Fénkins, if he were in’t, you 
fee he repented’ from the bottom of his heart. fo 
that he has no Title to the Loyalty of the AGion: 
and ycr he came pretty near the matter too, but 
only the man in the White Frock frighted him. 

Jet. Ay, he knew better things than to lofe 
his Head to fave his ConfCience. ; 

Earx. But for the LoyaRy of the Defign, I can’t 
perceive it;* for they profefs’d all along never to 
contribute towards any Reftauration, but upon the 
terms of the Covenant. “And Mr. Love who in 
this fpeaks the mind of the whole Party , in his 
laft Speech juftities the War againft the King, and 
fays, I do declare, that I die with my judgment fet 
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againft Malignancy. 1 do hate both name and thing. 
I (till retain as vebement a deteftation of a Malignan- 
Intereft as ever I did. So that if they had fucceedec, 
the King had enjoy’d no more of Sovereignty than 
what.thefe imperious Maf Febns would have al- 
low’d him. 

Feft. Now you talk of Mr. Love, there’s a good 
ftory of an odd fort of Confcience of one Faguel 
a Witnefs againft him at his Trial, that took his 
Oath upon his Buttons. 

Earn. Let's hear it. 

Fet. This Faquel being call’d in, was preft to 
take his Oath, but ( according to the Printed 
Trial ) he told them, “there were many Oaths a- 
“ broad and he could not tell what to fay to *em ; 
“but he durit not in Confcience {wear againft Mr, 
“ Love. He was withdrawn and fin’d five hundred 
“pound for refafing, which being told him, “ Mr. 
“< Faqmel then ( fays the Trial) when the Oath 
“ was read to him, did not {wear in that manner 
“asthe other Witneffes did, but only put his hand 
“to his Buttons, and when Mr. Love asked him. 
“ whether. he was under an Oath, he anfwered 
“that he was as good as under an Oath : but the 
“Court not beirig fatisfied with that anfwer, preft 
“him further, and then he did fay, he was {worn, 
“ and was under an Oath. 

Earn, A kind of Sham-Qath. 

Felt. Yes, for hear Mr..Loves own words, p. 64. 
He did only put. bis bands upon bis Buttons on bis 
Brea, fo that "twas not any taking of an Oath, but 
fearing bis Fine, be did it, though with much feeming 
regret of Confcience, and I am informed this day, 
that be denies, that be was under an Oatb. 

Earn. And yet what a ftiff-confcienc'd Zealot 
does he prove now in the True Proteftant way ? 

* Feft. Somuch forthat. Pray how do you like 
our great Poet’s work, which is at laft come out in 
the Werld ? 

Earn. Such monftrous Births as this is, do not 
come forth eafily nor foon. We have fo little time, 
that Fle only tell you my opinion of it, without 
particular Reficctions, and which yet Vle juftifie. 
°Tis the moft fulfomly forc’d piece of Nonfenfe 
that ever I read. His thoughrs-are confufed as the 
dreams of Drunkards or‘men in Fevers , and his 
fenfe is worfe. But when he’comes to charaCterize 
his Hero’s, blefs me, I thought. of Ovid's calling 
over Adzon’s Dogs (if I don’t wrong the Manes 
of the Poet nor the ‘Héunds by fuch an unfecmly 
comparifon. .) Nothing but bluftring Names and 
Characters meerly Poetical and fictitious. 

Jet. Hehad heard perhaps that the great Car- 
dan had written an Encomium of the Gout, Me- 
napius in praife of a Fever, Calcagninus of a Flea, 
others of a Loufe, Pafferatins of an Afs, fome in 
Commendation of Blindnefs, others of Deafnefs 5 
and this Cracker-maker was willing to carry the 
abfurdity further, by commending Rebellion and 
Sedition. 
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